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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MARR, MILI, KS, US 

SUBJ: PRESS REACTION ON SECURITY CONSULTATIVE MEETING (SCM) 
REE: SEOUL 6381 

1 . LOCAL PRESS SEPT 26 CONTINUED HEAVY COVERAGE OF SCM 
WITH FOCUS ON THE JOINT STATEMENT. EMPHASIS IN PRESS 
WAS ON U.S. ASSURANCE OF CONTINUED SUPPORT TO MAINTAIN 
SECURITY OF ROK. 

2. PRESS REPORTED US ASSURANCES OF PROMPT AND EFFECTIVE 
ASSISTANCE IN CASE OF ATTACK ON ROK, AFFIRMATION THAT 
USG HAS NO PLAN TO REDUCE FORCES IN KOREA, PLEDGE TO 
STRIVE TO MEET NEEDS OE ROK IN IMPLEMENTATION MILITARY 
MOD PLAN AND PROMISE TO PROVIDE APPROPRIATE SUPPORT 
AND ASSISTANCE IN DEVELOPING JOINT ROK-US DEFENSE 
INDUSTRIAL VENTURES. PRESS ALSO REPORTED THAT MINISTER 
SUH AND DEPUTY SECRETARY CLEMENTS NOTED THAT MILITARY 
CAPABILITIES OF NORTH KOREA CONTINUE TO POSE SERIOUS 
THREAT TO ROK. 
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3. ACCORDING PRESS, DEFENSE MINISTER EXPRESSED 
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SATISFACTION AT SUCCESSFUL RESULTS OE SCM. PAPERS 
DIEFER ON ROK GAINS EROM SCM. LEADING TONGA ILBO WRITES 
THAT ROKG HAS MAINTAINED STATUS QUO AT MEETING IN STORY 
HEADLINED "NO PROGRESS- NO RETREAT," ALTHOUGH TONGA SEES 
THIS AS ACHIEVEMENT IN ITSELF IN VIEW NEGATIVE US PUBLIC 
OPINION ABOUT MILITARY AID. ENGLISH LANGUAGE KOREA 
TIMES ALSO POINTS OUT THAT US DID NOT AGREE TO ANY 
NEW MILITARY ASSISTANCE FOR KOREA WHILE IN PAST SPECIEIC 
AGREEMENTS SUCH AS THOSE EOR M-I6 PLANT OR MOD PLAN HAD 
BEEN REACHED. HOWEVER, GOVERNMENT SEOUL SHINMUN 
VIEWS STATEMENTS ON MAINTAINING US EORCES IN ROK AND 
ON AID EOR DEFENSE INDUSTRY AS IMPORTANT COMMITMENTS 
ON PART USG AND CONSIDERS AGREEMENT ON NORTH KOREAN 
THREAT AS IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT SINCE ROK AND US HAD 
DISAGREED ON THREAT SINCE 1968. 

4. TONGA ILBO CHARACTERIZED THE MEETING AS "CAREFULLY 
CONDUCTED" SINCE THE US WAS CONSCIOUS OE DOMESTIC PUBLIC 
OPINION AGAINST EOREIGN MILITARY AID. 

ERICSON 
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